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PROJECT TITLE
[bookmark: _aivyskaq7se3]PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR’S FULL NAME
Proposals must align with at least one of the following research areas: Global Change, Atmospheric Sciences, Energy and Environment. Innovative approaches, interdisciplinary links, and connections to broader environmental research topics are welcome.

Mandatory submission requirements are as follows. The scientific description must not exceed six pages. This includes all text, figures, tables, captions, equations, footnotes, and in-text citations. The budget justification is not included in this page limit. Two additional pages may be used for references. Section headings must be used exactly as specified and must not be modified in wording or order. The document must be formatted on A4 pages, using a font size of at least 11 pt, margins of at least 2 cm, and single or greater line spacing. All placeholder text (i.e., grey text) must be removed prior to submission. Note that the recommended page lengths for individual sections are only indicative. They do not constitute a formal submission requirement.

[bookmark: _7k7y67i1dy74]EXTENDED SYNOPSIS
Target length: about half a page (300 words)
The extended synopsis should clearly define the central idea and explain its originality. It should also demonstrate the significance and potential scientific or technological impact of the project. In addition, the synopsis should present a coherent link between the objectives, the methodology, and the expected outcomes. Highlight the potential for independence and international visibility, as well as the vision for establishing a research group.

STATE OF THE ART AND KNOWLEDGE GAP
Target length: ~ 1 page (500–700 words)
This section should demonstrate a critical understanding of state-of-the-art. The applicant should clearly identify the key knowledge or technological gap and explain why it is relevant at this time. It should position the proposed work relative to competing approaches and include key references that illustrate the context and support the argument, emphasizing quality over quantity. The identified gap should also be framed to support the development of an internationally competitive research direction and future research group.

OBJECTIVES, NOVELTY, and EXPECTED IMPACT
Target length: ~ 1 page (500–700 words)
This section should clearly formulate the research objectives, ensuring that they are specific, well-delimited, and feasible within the proposed scope. It should highlight the novelty and ambition of the proposed work, including the extent to which it introduces innovative or potentially transformative ideas, as well as any high-risk/high-gain elements. The section should also explain how the project advances beyond the current state of knowledge and contributes to the development of new concepts, methods, or enabling technologies. 

ERC COMPETITIVENESS AND PROPOSAL TRAJECTORY
Target length: ~ 1 page (500–700 words)
This section should demonstrate how the proposed work will evolve into a competitive proposal to the European Research Council (ERC), including the generation of preliminary results, conceptual advances, and methodological innovations.

APPROACH AND WORK PLAN
Target length: ~ 2 pages (700–1400 words)
This section should outline the overall research approach and present a coherent plan for developing the proposed research direction toward a competitive ERC-level project. The proposed work should be structured in a clear and logical way, for example through thematic research components or work packages, indicating how individual activities contribute to the broader research vision. Key milestones and intermediate goals should be identified to demonstrate how the project will progress and how it will support the preparation of a major international grant application. The section should provide evidence of feasibility, drawing on the applicant’s previous work, preliminary results, or access to relevant data, methods, and research infrastructure. Where relevant, applicants should describe any collaborating institutions and their role within the proposed research. Particular attention should be given to how the proposed activities will contribute to establishing an independent research profile and building a research group. 

[bookmark: _bcvexr7dixd9][bookmark: _9ymfmuco6tpk][bookmark: _9tety1vfwadu]PERSONNEL, LAB REQUIREMENTS, AND INSTITUTIONAL FIT
Target length:  ~ 1 page (500–700 words)
This section should specify the personnel, laboratory, office, and institutional support required by the applicant to implement the proposed research and establish an independent research group at the host institution. In addition, the applicant should describe how the proposed research topic aligns with the scientific profile of the faculty. This includes identifying potential synergies with existing research groups and outlining opportunities for collaboration and integration within the faculty.

BUDGET JUSTIFICATION 
This section provides a structured overview of the planned project costs over the entire project duration. The total available budget is up to 9,000,000 CZK (~350,000 EUR) for 3 years. The salary of the Principal Investigator may be included up to 100,000 CZK (~3,900 EUR) per month. The budget should be consistent with the proposed research design and should clearly support the development of a competitive research programme and the establishment of an independent research group. Personnel costs should reflect the team composition necessary to achieve the project objectives, including the Principal Investigator and any additional researchers or technical staff. Material and consumables should be directly linked to experimental or analytical activities. Subcontracting should only be used where specific expertise or services cannot be provided in-house. Travel expenses should support essential research dissemination, collaboration, and fieldwork activities. Investment costs should be justified by their necessity for achieving the scientific aims of the project and the development of long-term research capacity.

	Budget (EUR)

	 
	1-12 months
	13-24 months
	25-36 months

	Personnel Costs
	 
	 
	 

	Material, Consumables
	 
	 
	 

	Subcontracting
	 
	 
	 

	Travel Expenses
	 
	 
	 

	Investments, Instruments (>1500 EUR per item)
	 
	 
	 



REFERENCES
The maximum number of pages for the reference list is two. Any consistent citation format may be used.
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