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Team introduction:

Managing spatial development of human society is one of the 
key activities that ensure its long term sustainability. Develop-
ment, if not properly coordinated, leads to various problems. 
The most visible of all is urban sprawl, which inevitably leads to 
raising dependence of people on individual automotive trans-
portation, increased fosil fuel consumption, increased mon-
etary costs, worsening of accessibility of social infrastructure,  
atomization of society and subsequet problems with public 
space.

The task for sustainable spatial management therefore is to 
find long term solutions for fulfilling the needs and wishes of 
society that are both affordable and environmentally friendly. 
This indeed requires forecasting how the needs of society as 
well as the environment in which they are going to be realized. 
That need than requires scientific research on spatial develop-
ment of society and research and development of the necessary 
tools for doing so.

Team members: 

The team consists of spetialists that have both theore-
thical background and practical experience in managing  
sustainable spatial development and spatial planning. 
The individual members focus on different topics sustain-
able development concerns with, such as transportation 
and accessibility, environmental protection, sociology 
and demography. 

Profs:
Prof. Karel Maier, Head of team 
(contact e-mail: maier@fzp.czu.cz) 

PhDs:
Daniel Franke (contact e-mail: franke@fzp.czu.cz); 
Vojtěch Novotný (contact e-mail: novotnyvoj@fzp.czu.cz); 
Vlaďka Kirschner (contact e-mail: kirschner@fzp.czu.cz)

Ms: 
Tomáš Peltan (contact e-mail: peltan@fzp.czu.cz); 

3 PhD students 
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Main research areas of the faculty



Main research areas of the faculty of environMental sciences

5 most significant recent publications by team 
members:

MAIER, K., 2012. Europeanization and Changing Plan-
ning in East-Central Europe: An Easterner‘s View. Plan-
ning Practice and Research, 27(1), pp. 137-154.

MAIER, K., 2005. Czech housing estates: Recent changes 
and new challenges. Geographia Polonica, 78(1), pp. 39- 
51.

MAIER, K., 2000. The role of strategic planning in the de-
velopment of Czech towns and regions. Planning Practice 
and Research, 15(3), pp. 247-255.

NOVOTNY, V., FRANKE, D., POKORNA, I., 2008. A theo-
retical approach to the computation of functional acces-
sibillity. Journal of Landscape Studies 2/2008, pp. 59 - 69.

Potential applications of the research:

The results of the research of the team can be 
and are used both in public and private sectors. 
Different levels of public administration use the 
team‘s research results in their everyday practice 
as basis for their decision making and for moni-
toring of sustainable development. Cooperating 
research teams may use our deep embeddeness 
in the planning system of the Czech Republic, 
experiences with practical projects in spatial 
planning and  theoretical knowledge.
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